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Global Director for Ocean, United Nations Environment

Dr. Lisa Emelia Svensson is the Director for Ocean, at the UN Environment, 
heading up the marine and costal ecosystem work program in the 
UN.   She has been in the diplomatic service since 2002, posted in New 
York, Washington D.C. and Brussels. Before taking up her assignment 
in UN, she was Sweden’s Ambassador for the Ocean, where she advised  
the Government of Sweden on international issues on ocean affairs. Earlier 
appointments include Ambassador for Corporate Social Responsibility, 
Trade Negotiator in the European Commission, DG Trade, where she was 
the lead negotiator for the sustainable development chapters in the EU 
Free Trade Agreements. She has also been a Diplomat-in-Residence at the 
Johns Hopkins University, (SAIS), where she conducted research on climate 
change. She holds a PhD in political economy.


